
 

 

 

 

15 July, 2014 

Stakeholder update about the future of specialist mental health 

provision in Newcastle and Gateshead – edition 1 

Developing a vision for mental health in Newcastle and Gateshead 

and a future model of care 

NHS Newcastle Gateshead Alliance are the group of three clinical commissioning 

groups in Newcastle and Gateshead who are responsible for the choosing, planning 

and buying (commissioning) of the majority of healthcare and health services for the 

people of Newcastle and Gateshead. 

Together with Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust (NTW), the 

local NHS is considering future adult and older peoples mental health service 

provision for both in patient care and community pathways.  The aim is to develop a 

model of care which supports people in the least restrictive setting, focusing on early 

interventions and strengthening community services.  In the rare occasions when 

people need to be admitted to hospital this should be in a service which supports 

excellent care and a speedy recovery.  Any changes will need to improve quality for 

service users and carers throughout the pathway, and also be affordable and 

sustainable in the long term. 

The CCGs and the trust have agreed that further clinical and stakeholder 

engagement should take place before proposals for the future of specialist mental 

health provision in Newcastle and Gateshead can be agreed. 

The CCGs and NTW are strongly committed to work together, and with wider 

stakeholders to co-produce the development of both in patient care provision and 

Principle Community Pathways model of care. This will include thinking about what 

specialist in-patient provision should be provided for the residents of Gateshead and 

Newcastle. 

The alliance CCGs want to explore the development of a model of care with a clear 

principle of mainstream services being provided within the local geography where 

ever this is possible and clinically appropriate. 
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It is important to note that both commissioner and provider are committed to 

developing a shared vision together and with input from the local authorities and 

community and voluntary sector. Once a vision has been developed, further patient 

and public engagement will take place through a formal public consultation. 

Interim arrangements for Newcastle and Gateshead patients 

Over the last few months, the CCGs and the trust have met to discuss the series of 

business cases that have been developed as part of NTWs service development 

programme.  The aim of these changes has been to improve quality in the services 

affected, respond to various changes and to deliver the 4% cost improvements which 

are required by commissioners. 

Through this process, the CCGs and NTW have agreed interim arrangements. It’s 

important to note that the following arrangements could change depending on the 

model of care that is developed.   

• The Challenging Behaviour Ward for people with Dementia (Ashgrove) will 

close as the final patient has been discharged.  This follows significant 

investment into the community challenging behaviour services in Newcastle  

• A new High Dependency Unit for men will open at St Georges Park, Morpeth.  

This service has not previously been available to men living in the North of 

Tyne area.  The Rehabilitation service at Church View will move into the 

Willow View ward on the same hospital site (St Nicholas Hospital) 

• The psychiatric intensive care unit, at St Nicholas’s Hospital will close, and a 

trust wide service will operate from the new, purpose built unit at Hopewood 

Park, Sunderland. 

• Elm House in Bensham will remain open, and the functions provided in this 

service will be considered as part of this broader work to agree a new vision 

and model of care. 

Chris Piercy – executive director of nursing NHS Newcastle Gateshead 

Alliance 

James Duncan – deputy chief executive, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS 

Foundation Trust 

For further information please contact: 

Caroline Wild – deputy director of partnerships, Northumberland, Tyne and Wear 

NHS Foundation Trust caroline.wild@ntw.nhs.uk 

Caroline Latta – senior communications and engagement locality lead 

caroline.latta1@nhs.net 

The next stakeholder update will be published on 25 July.     


