
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MHNE Bulletin 13 February 2013 (Issue 5)  
 

As a MHNE member you can advertise and publicise your organisation’s 
services, jobs, events and training on our website www.mhne.co.uk and 

in our e-bulletin for free – simply get in touch and we will do the rest.   

 
We also welcome comments and debate on any of the items we 
highlight on our website and in our e-bulletin, so feel free to have your 
say and do get in touch if you would like to contribute comments, ideas 
or suggestions for the portal.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Kathryne Wray 
Communications Officer 
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Editorial 

                                                          
The government is cutting housing benefits paid 
to many people who rent from a council or social 
landlord depending on the number of bedrooms 
they have. From April 1st the average claimant will 
see their housing benefit cut by £14 per week 
with a minority – about 7 per cent of people – 
facing a cut of £31. The government’s argument is 
that there is a need to drastically cut state 
spending on housing benefit, and there are too 
many people living in properties with empty 
bedrooms at a time when others are subject to 
overcrowding. 

By the Government’s own impact assessments, 
660,000 people will be affected by the changes of 
which 420,000 have disabilities; and whilst 
specific figures are not given for mental health, 
MHNE strongly believes that significant numbers 
of people with Mental Health difficulties in the 
North East will be affected. 

The Department of Work and Pensions says: 

“Claimants can choose whether they want to pay 
the difference to their rent – on average £14 a 
week – or if they want to move to more 
appropriately sized accommodation”. 

So claimants have choices, lose benefit, pay up or 
ship out to a smaller property possibly leaving 
family and other support behind whilst allowing 
the Government to achieve its aims of either 
reducing under-occupation or the housing benefit 
bill. 

In the North East, figures from the National Housing 
Federation shows consistently higher numbers of 
households affected than more affluent, Southern, 
parts of the country and the Daily Mirror reports that 
in Newcastle 7,000 households will stand to lose 14% 
of benefit whilst there are only 50 available one-
bedroom properties. Furthermore overcrowding is 
largely a London issue as the North East has the 
lowest level of overcrowded properties in the 
country. 

It is difficult to see this as anything other than yet 
another move against some of the most vulnerable 
members of society who in many cases will be driven 
deeper into poverty, risk defaulting on rents and 
possible face eviction and homelessness. It will in all 
likelihood leave some with mental health difficulties 
increasingly socially isolated relocated to unfamiliar 
areas or losing the facility to have family and other 
carers to stay with them at times of need. 

David Cameron rejects the term “bedroom tax” 
preferring to talk of removing “the spare room 
subsidy” – not depriving anyone but removing 
something over-generous and inappropriate. I’m sure 
many will draw the comparison with the Chancellor’s 
approach to the EC last week to plead the case for 
retaining Bankers Bonuses. Meanwhile, the National 
Housing Federation, which represents social 
landlords, simply says that this cut to housing benefit 
is “ill-thought”, “unfair,” and “incompetent.” 

Neil Kelly 

Chair, Mental Health North East 

 

The Bedroom Tax                    

http://www.dwp.gov.uk/docs/eia-social-sector-housing-under-occupation-wr2011.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MHNE News  
 

 
 
Lynne works as PA to Lyn Boyd and joined MHNE in January 
2011.  Lynne came to MHNE after spending 24 years working 
in the NHS in both commissioning and provider organisations.  
As well as looking after Lyn, Lynne has been working on the 
ISO 9001 quality assurance award and the Warm Minds 
project that MHNE has been running with NEA, which focuses 
on fuel poverty and its links with mental health. 
 

 Warm Minds 
 
The Warm Minds project held 12 training sessions with 
MHNE member organisations across the North East with the 
aim of giving information about fuel poverty, its causes and 
links with physical and mental wellbeing.  Individuals 
attending the course were shown how to spot the signs of 
fuel poverty and how to give advice to service users, 
encouraging them to understand how a few small changes 
can lead to a warmer home and improved health without 
increasing fuel bills. 
 
A small support grant was also available for each event held, 
for which participants could apply.  MHNE has already 
received some excellent feedback about how useful these 
small grants were.  Some of the items purchased with these 
grants included duvets, hot water bottles, hats, gloves and 
fleece blankets.   

 
 
 
 

 
These courses were all very well attended, and now as a 
follow-on from the Warm Minds courses MHNE are holding 
two forum events, one in the South of the region (Darlington) 
and one in the North of the region (Newcastle).  The purpose 
of these events is to evaluate the impact of the courses and 
how we can improve them for the future.  A case study of 
someone who has benefitted from the training sessions will 
be outlined at the Newcastle forum and we are hoping to 
organise something similar for the forum in Darlington. 
The forums are open to everyone who attended the Warm 
Minds training courses. 
 
The details of the two forums are: 
 
Thursday 21st March Darlington Community Safety 
Centre (Fire Station)    9.30am – 12.30pm 
Wednesday 27th March Ouseburn Farm, Ouseburn, 
Newcastle 9.30am – 12.30pm 

 
All attendees will be given a ‘goodie bag’ and a visit around 
Ouseburn Farm has been organised at the end of the 
Newcastle event for anyone interested in seeing how the 
farm works. 
 
If you would like to book a place at either one of these 
forums, please contact Lynne on 0191 4928235 or by e-mail 
at:  lynne.hodgson@mhne.co.uk.   
We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Warm Minds – online evaluation  
 
As part of the Warm Minds project we have created an online 
evaluation to monitor the outcomes of the project. To those 
of you that have already completed this evaluation thank you 
very much for you time.  
 
If you have not yet done so please follow the link below. The 
evaluation will take no longer than 2 minutes to complete.  
 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TTVLQX6 
 

 

News 

In this month’s MHNE staff 
spotlight we would like to  
introduce you to Lynne 
Hodgson.  
 

mailto:lynne.hodgson@mhne.co.uk
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TTVLQX6


  

News 

 
Mental Health (Discrimination) Act 2013  
 

Over the past few months MHNE has been urging our 
members and friends to show their support for the 
Mental Health Discrimination (No.2) Bill and we are 
very pleased to report that on 28th February 2013 the 
Bill finally became law. The new law sees the abolition 
of three archaic pieces of legislation which previously 
discriminated against anyone who has experienced 
mental health problems by preventing them from 
being a member of a jury; a company director and an 
MP if detained under the Mental Health Act for 6 
months or more.  
 
This is a big step forward in the battle to tackle stigma 
and discrimination and MHNE would like to thank 
those of you who contacted your MP and showed 
your support.   View the full legislation here 

 
New Crisis Support from Newcastle City Council 
 
NICE standards to improve quality of social care - 12 
week consultation 
 
Mental Health Bulletin: Annual report from MHMDS 
returns - England 2011/12, initial national figures 
 

Dementia 'affects 80% of care home residents' 
 
Service users’ experiences of recovery under the 
2008 Care Programme Approach - research study 

 
 

Community Care has published the following 
articles which might be of interest to our readers: 
 

Safeguarding leads told to probe fall in mental 
capacity advocate referrals 
 
Compulsory Mental Health Act treatment ‘hinders’ 
recovery, service users warn 
 
'Action needed on Mental Health Act report as 
patients and social workers suffer' 
 
 
 
Alzheimer’s Society launches Dementia Friends 
information sessions 

 
New resource - The Mental Elf  
MHNE would like to draw our readers’ attention to 
The Mental Elf, which provides a roundup of 
mental health research and policy news  This 
week's news from the Mental Elf includes articles 
on dementia, harmful drinking, student mental 
health, bibliotherapy, bipolar disorder, psychosis 
and schizophrenia, homelessness, the prison 
population, vitamin d and domestic violence.  
 

 
 
 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/8/introduction/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/8/introduction/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2013/8/enacted
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4972&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4974&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4974&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4976&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4976&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4979&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4980&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4980&tl_id=2
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/28/02/2013/118966/safeguarding-leads-told-to-probe-fall-in-use-of-mental-capacity-advocates.htm?cmpid=NLC|SCSC|SCDDB-20130301-GLOB|news
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/28/02/2013/118966/safeguarding-leads-told-to-probe-fall-in-use-of-mental-capacity-advocates.htm?cmpid=NLC|SCSC|SCDDB-20130301-GLOB|news
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/12/02/2013/118903/compulsory-mental-health-act-treatment-hinders-recovery-service-users-warn.htm?cmpid=NLC|SCSC|SCDDB-20130212-GLOB|news
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/12/02/2013/118903/compulsory-mental-health-act-treatment-hinders-recovery-service-users-warn.htm?cmpid=NLC|SCSC|SCDDB-20130212-GLOB|news
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/30/01/2013/118878/action-needed-on-mental-health-act-report-as-patients-and-social-workers-suffer.htm?cmpid=NLC%7CSCSC%7CSCDDB-20130201-GLOB%7Cnews
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/30/01/2013/118878/action-needed-on-mental-health-act-report-as-patients-and-social-workers-suffer.htm?cmpid=NLC%7CSCSC%7CSCDDB-20130201-GLOB%7Cnews
http://mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4984&tl_id=2
http://mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4984&tl_id=2
http://www.thementalelf.net/
http://www.thementalelf.net/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Home/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

NEWS from Northumberland, Tyne and Wear Foundation Trust 
 
Mental health and disability NHS Trust launches mobile app 
 

  
Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust have launched their very own App for smartphones 
which can be downloaded on either an Apple iPhone or on an android device. The trust is one of the first 
trusts in the country to have such a resource which will soon be available for the iPad. The app contains 
useful information such as a directory to our services, location maps and users can submit reviews, see our 
news stories or become a member.  
 
 

New build at Northgate set to open 
 
The £8 million project has been in the pipeline since 2009 when the initial design meetings took place and 
has been led by Ian Tyrens, Capital Projects Officer. Ian, who was appointed to his post in December 2008 
brings experience to the role as he has worked on previous schemes such as Rose Lodge, Villas 7 & 8 and 
the minor works schemes at Northgate Hospital. The new building is for patients currently residing on 
Coquet unit which provides long term continuing care, treatment and rehabilitation to males over the age 
of 40 who have a learning disability.  The building will be handed over to the trust on 22 February with 
patients moving into the new building on 11 March. 

 
Northgate Hospital celebrates its winning artists 
 

 
Become a PLACE (Patient Led Assessment of the Care Environment) volunteer for NTW Trust 

News  

Colin Stephenson, NTW  Head of 
Communications holding an i-
phone with the app  
 

http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4946&tl_id=2
http://mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4945&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4944&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4954&tl_id=2


 
 
  

Welfare Reform and Benefits  

VONNE  has produced a helpful briefing note which 
sets out current information on the Welfare Reform 
Act, which is the most fundamental reform to the 
social security system for 60 years. The Government’s 
aim is for a simpler, fairer benefits system that 
ensures that work pays. Austerity and cutting the 
deficit is also a driver. 
Access the full briefing here 
 

Does sector matter? Understanding the experiences 
of providers in the Work Programme 
The Third Sector Research Centre (TSRC) has produced a working 
paper which explores the experiences of different providers in 
the Work Programme, asking what, if anything, is distinctive 
about the experiences of third sector organisations (TSOs). It 
draws on interviews with key informants and subcontractors 
from all sectors to explore issues around the squeezing out of 
third sector organisations, low flows of clients to subcontractors 
and the ‘creaming and parking’ of hard to help customers. 
View the full text Working Paper here 
 

Wellbeing and Health Open Forum 
25 March, 1.30pm to 3.00pm at the Stephenson Building, 
Elswick Road 
The Newcastle Wellbeing and Health Open Forum is for 
Newcastle CVS members providing health services and 
activities, and adult social care services and activities. Clive 
Davis from Newcastle City Council's Welfare Rights Service 
will provide a briefing for organisations to find out more 
about the main welfare benefit changes, their impact and 
ways in which these cuts may be mitigated. A key area to 
focus on will be the impact on people with disabilities and 
mental health issues. The Open Forum will also include a 
report of the work on impact. Places must be booked.   
 
To book a place visit: 
http://wellbeingandhealthopenforum25032013.eventbrite.
co.uk/# 
 

 

Personal Independence Payment communication 
products launch  
 
The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) is 
sending information about Personal Independence 
Payment to existing Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) claimants as part of the DLA uprating letters. 
These will be issued between early February and 22 
March 2013 and will explain how DWP plans to 
introduce the new benefit, as well as helping 
claimants to understand how the changes might 
affect them. These letters are for information only 
and claimants do not need to contact DWP. 
 
DWP has developed a PIP toolkit for advisers in 
support organisations. The toolkit includes a range 
of material, from a simple Quick Guide to details of 
the full claims process and copies of PIP claimant 
letters and forms. There are also suggested articles 
that can be easily adapted for use in your in-house 
communications, and a checklist of specific actions 
that can help your organisation get ready for the 
introduction of PIP on 8 April 2013. More 
information and tools will be added to the toolkit 
over the next few months.   The toolkit is available 
on the DWP website. 
 

MPs criticise the Work Capability Assessment 
The BBC recently reported (8th February 2013) that MPs 
have criticised the test being used to see whether 
people claiming disability benefits are fit to work. The 
Public Accounts Committee said the Work Capability 
Assessment had resulted in too many wrong decisions 
which were overturned on appeal. 

 Read the full article here 
 

http://www.vonne.org.uk/resources/briefings/
http://www.vonne.org.uk/z_includes/inc_getasset.php?srcpath=..%2F..%2F&type=file&id=3140
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4977&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4977&tl_id=2
http://www.tsrc.ac.uk/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=oJrkSIkyQyg%3d&tabid=873
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4978&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4978&tl_id=17
http://wellbeingandhealthopenforum25032013.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://wellbeingandhealthopenforum25032013.eventbrite.co.uk/
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4981&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4981&tl_id=2
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/policy/disability/personal-independence-payment/pip-toolkit/
http://www.dwp.gov.uk/policy/disability/personal-independence-payment/pip-toolkit/
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4982&tl_id=2


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOBS 

 
Health Trainer - Waddington Street 
Centre 
 
Regional Development Manager – The 
Alzheimer’s Society 
 
Housing Support Worker - Waddington 
Street Centre 
 
 

TRAINING 
 

Supplier Engagement Workshops for 
April 2013 
 
 
Newcastle CVS Training and Workshops 
in March 
 
 
FREE Financial Inclusion resource training 
 
Modernisation of health and care: Join 
webinar on how health and wellbeing 
boards can work effectively with local 
providers 
 
 
WinG: Only 3 places left for Canoeing for 
Over 50s; 40 places available for FREE 1 
day outdoor activity 

Jobs and Training 

http://mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4937&tl_id=3
http://mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4937&tl_id=3
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Personalisation 'at high risk of failure', Norman Lamb 
told 

Leading advocates of self-directed support warn bureaucracy and 
lack of trust in people and social workers is derailing personal 
budgets, in open letter to care services minister. You can access the 
letter here, and read a brief article about it at 
communitycare.co.uk here. Recommendations include phasing out 
preferred provider lists, replacing assessments of need with 
assessments that take account of people's capabilities and informal 
resources, and placing a duty on councils to signpost people to 
independent sources of support on how they could spend their 
personal budget. 

Psychiatrists and adult care directors pledge more joint 
care for people with mental health problems 

Leaders of two major professions in England have come together to 
pledge to work in a closer, more integrated way for the benefit of 
people with mental health problems. The Association of Directors 
of Adult Social Services (ADASS) and the Royal College of 
Psychiatrists are committed to facilitating the recovery of people 
with mental health problems through personalisation and support 
the use of Personal Budgets in social care and Personal Health 
Budgets in the NHS. MHNE is very interested in this development as 
access to personal budgets for people with mental health problems 
continues to lag behind other groups. Read the press release here. 

Resources from West Midlands 

The West Midlands DP Network work on a series of DP factsheets 
and Agreements has been published on the Think Local Act 
Personal Website. Thanks to Robin Murray-Neill for this tip. You can 
access them here. 

 

Managers 'need evidence on how far to delegate 
decisions to social workers' 

While some councils saw referring budget decisions on individuals' 
care packages to senior managers or panels as a way of maintaining 
control of resources, others were devolving decision-making to the 
front line to cut red tape, says a study on how councils 
should better deploy resources in adult care. You can access 'A 
problem shared: making best use of resources in Adult Care' 
here and read a brief article about its findings here. 

 

Personal Health Budgets Update - NHS Direct Payments 
Consultation 

You can access the Spring 2013 Update for the Department of 
Health here. It contains news of a consultation on widening the 
availability of direct payments via the NHS - a mechanism that is 
still only available via the PHB Pilot sites. The consultation proposes 
some changes to the regulations based on learning from the recent 
pilot programme and discussions with personal health budget 
holders, healthcare professionals and other organisations. It 
discusses what will be excluded, for example acute and unplanned 
care and access to GP services. It also asks for views on issues 
including eligibility, paying family members for carrying out 
administrative functions, allowing local authorities to make direct 
payments for healthcare and separate bank accounts. You can 
access the consultation here. 

 

Personalisation 

Visit MHNE’s Personalisation pages for the latest news and information. 

http://www.in-control.org.uk/blog/latest-blog-personalisation-how-to-avoid-snatching-defeat-from-the-jaws-of-success.aspx
http://www.in-control.org.uk/blog/latest-blog-personalisation-how-to-avoid-snatching-defeat-from-the-jaws-of-success.aspx
http://communitycare.co.uk/
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/01/03/2013/118972/personalisation-at-high-risk-of-failure-norman-lamb-told.htm?cmpid=NLC%7CSCSC%7CSCDDB-20130304-GLOB%7Cnews
http://www.adass.org.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=908:psychiatrists-and-adult-care-directors-pledge&catid=160:press-releases-2013&Itemid=489
http://www.thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk/Regions/westMidlands/
http://www.thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk/Latest/Resource/?cid=9444
http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/06/03/2013/118976/managers-need-evidence-on-how-far-to-delegate-decisions-to-social-workers.htm?cmpid=NLC%7CSCSC%7CSCNEW-20130306-GLOB%7Cnews
http://www.personalhealthbudgets.dh.gov.uk/_library/Resources/Personalhealthbudgets/2013/PBUnewsletterMar2013.pdf
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2013/03/direct-payments-consultation/
http://www.mhne.co.uk/pge.asp?id=44
http://www.mhne.co.uk/pge.asp?id=44


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Problems with Direct Payments in Continuing Health 
Care 

All too often people moving from a direct payment to continuing 
health care funding  lose their existing staff teams (who they employ 
and who provide them with successful, stable support). 
HomeCareDirect say that this doesn't have to be the case. They work 
with PCTs and local authorities nationwide to make the transition a 
straight forward process without the need for change of existing 
support teams. Read more here. 

 

TLAP to lead work to make health and social care 
personal budgets a reality 

Think Local Act Personal has announced it is to lead work to support 
the NHS and local authorities develop the potential of personal 
budgets across health and social care. TLAP will work with project 
partners the NHS Confederation and the Social Care Institute for 
Excellence, and alongside leaders of the health and social care 
system to identify how to maximise the benefits and minimise 
challenges associated with implementation. You can read more in 
the latest TLAP ebulletin here. 

 

 

Personal health budgets DVD now available to 
professionals 

“Three years on: Stories from the pilot programme”, a DVD of 
patient and clinician experiences with personal health budgets, is 
now available to health and social care professionals. Seven 
patients, in the final year of the personal health budgets pilot 
programme, share their experiences, what the process is like, what 
they spend their money on and how they decided on this. You can 
watch the films and order the dvd here. 

 

Travelling Hopefully Best Practice in Self-Directed 
Support in Australia 

This report from Simon Duffy was written for the government of 
South Australia. It pulls together a range of practical and theoretical 
innovations which seem relevant to leaders in South Australia - both 
in the disability community, civil society and government. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personalisation 

http://www.homecaredirect.co.uk/individuals/direct-payments-to-continuing-health-care/
http://www.thinklocalactpersonal.org.uk/nl/view.cfm?nid=724
http://www.personalhealthbudgets.dh.gov.uk/About/Stories/
http://www.centreforwelfarereform.org/library/type/pdfs/travelling-hopefully.html?utm_source=The+Centre+for+Welfare+Reform+Ltd+List&utm_campaign=24a0aa424d-Regular_Newsletter_2012_06_126_11_2012&utm_medium=email


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Events 

Involvement and Influencing mental health across 
Newcastle and Gateshead 
 
On the 28th March 2013 mental health Service Users and Carers 
will discuss the issue of how to structure their involvement in how 
services are run, the ability to influence for the 3-2-1 set-up with 
the 2 Newcastle and 1 Gateshead CCGs, plus how this fits with 
wider health and social care structures and involvement.  
The event will look to establish the framework for mental health 
users and carers to be actively involved to the utmost in the 
developing health and social care structures across Newcastle and 
Gateshead, plus greater clarity about channels of communication 
and information. The goal is that the user and carer voice, that of 
experts by experience, can be directed to those exercising power, 
both in Newcastle and Gateshead and also at regional and national 
levels, while also ensuring that any given individual who wishes to 
get involved knows just how to do so. Also for consideration will be 
items like peer support co-operation and co-production. It is 
anticipated that some learning around ways forward will also 
develop that has applicability across the voluntary and community 
sector, and the broad arena of general health and social care. 
 
The event will take place at the Royal Station Hotel in Newcastle on 
Thursday the 28th of March, 9.30am for a 10am start. Assistance is 
being provided by way of NSUN and national MIND, but the event is 
a non-proprietary one to which all are welcome to attend, ideally 
good mixture of service users, carers, commissioners, sector leads, 
key figures, policy makers and other interested parties from 
Newcastle and Gateshead, so please do feel free to pass on or 
circulate news of the event and invite others, but it would be 
appreciated if anyone attending contacts Alisdair Cameron to give 
an idea of numbers: 0191 2330382 or launchpadncl@aol.com 
 
 

Disability North Abseil – Limited Number of Places 
Remaining 
 
On Sunday 24th March, Disability North is organising an exciting 
abseiling challenge that will be all about conquering the Vermont 
hotel in Newcastle. By signing up you will also have the chance to 
win four complimentary tickets to this year’s Ladies Day event on 
Saturday 27th July at Newcastle Racecourse, which will be awarded 
to the individual who raises the most amount of sponsorship.  
Disability North aims to promote inclusion, independence and 
choice for disabled people in the North, and provides free and 
impartial advice, support and information to anyone with an 
interest in disability. Registration cost is £25 per person and 
participants are asked to raise a minimum of £100 sponsorship. 
Please note there are now only a limited number of places 
available. To register for the event, please contact Kievah Paxton on 
0191 284 0480 or email her by clicking here. Click here to access an 
online booking for; please note that the minimum age for this event 
is 16 years old. Book now to avoid disappointment! 
 

Houses of Parliament’s Outreach Service in the North East 
 
Back of the net: Engagement Event at Northumbria 
University 
 
Foundations Furniture Project Easter Event 
 
CHAT Support Centre March 2013 Activities 
 

North Durham CCG Public Engagement Events (March) 

 
European Funding Post 2013  
 
Newcastle LINk legacy event 
 

http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4956&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4956&tl_id=17
mailto:launchpadncl@aol.com
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4947&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4947&tl_id=17
mailto:events@disabilitynorth.org.uk?subject=Disability%20North%20Abseil%20Query
http://www.disabilitynorth.org.uk/documents/DisabilityNorthAbseilleaflet2013.pdf
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4940&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4953&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4953&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4963&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4957&tl_id=2
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4970&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4950&tl_id=17
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4951&tl_id=17


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You for Reading 

FUNDING 

 
The Law Society Charity Grants 
 
RBS Inspiring Youth Enterprise  
 
NIHR New Funding Opportunities 
 
Time to Change grants fund 

PROCUREMENT 
 
Short Break Respite for Young People 
in Northumberland 
 
Employee Telephone Counselling & 
Information Services Line 

Funding and Procurement 

http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4935&tl_id=183
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4952&tl_id=183
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4949&tl_id=183
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4975&tl_id=183
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4955&tl_id=158
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4955&tl_id=158
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4971&tl_id=158
http://www.mhne.co.uk/view_post.asp?id=4971&tl_id=158

