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BULLETIN ~ Monday 18
th
 April 2011

This bulletin contains latest news and information:

Jobs
Volunteers’ week
Personalisation
The link between mental health and the economy
GP Commissioning
Comments on NHS reorganisation
NIACE research
HealthWatch
Funding Opportunities
Tyneside Rape Crisis Centre and Mobex – sponsored abseil – can you help?

 

There is so much happening at the moment pertinent to our sector that inevitably information is
received after this bulletin’s deadline and on occasions we will add attachments to the bulletin
to ensure news reaches MHNE members and partners as soon as is practically possible.

I have therefore attached information plus booking form about an event aimed at  engaging

smaller health care providers in Leeds on 17th May 11. As many of our members may not be
able to attend MHNE will send a representative to report back to members. Another attachment
is  the  Thrive,  Resilience and  Growth  Programme which  is  free  to  NorthEast  Third  Sector
organisations.

Our website is updated regularly between bulletins and therefore please check the site for

frequent updates on jobs, events, news and announcements - www.mhne.co.uk
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If you would like to share information with the network in this bulletin, or on our website please
contact Gayle Brown gbrown@mhne.co.uk or 0191 4111575.

 

Volunteers’ Week 2011

1st to the 7th June 2011 is Volunteers’ Week and we’d like
you to get in touch with us if you are planning any activities
to highlight your volunteers and the work that they do.

We  will  collect  these  together  in  a  future  bulletin  and
feature them all on a special Volunteers’ Week page on the
MHNE web site.

You  can  find  out  all  you need  to know about  Volunteers’
Week, including promotional materials on the official site:

http://www.volunteersweek.org.uk

Tyneside Rape Crisis Centre (TRCC) sponsored
abseil – take part!!!

Tyneside Rape Crisis Centre (TRCC) is holding a sponsored abseil on Sunday 25th
September 2011

The event will enable TRCC to raise funds which will help to sustain the vital services we
provide.

With the support of Mobex North East, participants will abseil down the Dean Street side
of the Vermont Hotel, Newcastle upon Tyne. This is the highest abseil in the North East!

If you would like to take part in the abseil please complete the Sign Up Pack available
by going to: www.tynesidercc.org.uk/news.htm#abseil2011

Mental Health Promotion and Mental Illness Prevention:
The Economic Case 

http://www.nhsconfed.org/Networks/MentalHealth/LatestNews/Pages/Mental-health-
promotion-and-mental-illness-prevention-The-economic-case.aspx

Thanks to Maureen Marshall  and Tim Bird from NEMHDU for this.  It  is a very useful
document showing how relatively low cost intervention in the field of health promotion
screening and care can deliver benefit to individuals and society and can if anything be
seen  to produce major  cost  benefit  in  time in  all  sorts  of  dimensions.  However  the
conclusion is that there are no quick fixes here – these initiatives take time to embed and
produce results.

This report  will  be valuable for organisations to refer to when submitting bids where
evidence for the effectiveness of  their  services is required  It  summarises its  findings
across a number of mental health related interventions as:

“The economic analyses summarised  in  this report  show that,  over and above these
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gains  in  health  and  quality  of  life,  the  interventions  also  generate  very  significant
economic benefits including savings in public expenditure.”

Councils That Fail On Personalisation Face Intervention

This item from communitycare.co.uk is of  particular interest  to us in  the North  East,
where implementation of personal budgets is already behind that of most other parts of
the country. MHNE's members are only too aware that councils have been talking about
the end of block contracts for the past three years; but so far, in the main at least, there
is little real evidence of actual transition or change. By and large the April 2011 target
that 30% of those eligible for social care would receive this as a personal budget has not
been met, despite the generous £520m Social Care Transformation grant (largely spent
on internal  organisational  development).  The Care Minister Paul  Burstow has already
made it clear that he wants progress to be accelerated so that by 2013 everyone entitled
to social care gets this as personal budget. Put this optimistic timescale together with (a)
the fact that Mr Burstow also wants direct payments - previously a matter of personal
choice - to be the preferred option, and (b) the fact that whilst there is now no funding
for implementation, councils face increased pressure to deliver, the potential for hurried
and insensitive implementation is in our view seriously increased.

NB Through  the Critical  Friends  project  MHNE is  gathering  service user  and  carer
experiences of personal budgets and direct payments, in order to give detailed feedback
to commissioners and personalisation leads and to try and influence the way roll  out
happens over the next  1 -  2 years.  If  you  know anyone who might  be interested  in
contributing their experience - good, bad or indifferent, do encourage them to contact
the MHNE office

You can read the brief article here

Raising GP Awareness Of The VCS Contribution In The North East

Generally speaking, GP commissioners are not aware of the breadth of what the third
sector can offer in terms knowledge and expertise in the communities they work with-
which can support commissioning, as well as the diversity in services that can be offered
that can promote good health and reduce health inequalities.

Jo Whaley is leading  on  a piece of  work for  VONNE that  seeks to take a collective
regional approach to addressing this. Jo has designed a rough diagram (click here) of
the different roles the third sector can fill  (which will  be “designed” properly once the
content is agreed).  It will  be the centre page for a short brochure about how to work
with the third sector. It also needs lots of examples of what work you do - to demonstrate
the breadth  of  the work of  the third  sector in  promoting  health  and  reducing  health
inequalities - particularly examples that show how you can support GP Commissioners
meet their targets.

If you’d like to feature your work- either on the brochure or the website that will support
it, I've created a short case study template.  Tell us what you would like Commissioners
to know about your work. Feedback on the roles of the sector ideally before Easter (21st
April), the case studies can keep on coming after that - though they are more likely to
get on the printed version before 11th May.

MHNE will  be responding  on  behalf  of  members but  if  you wish  to make comments
and/or complete a case study please send them directly to Jo Whaley, Policy Officer for
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Health and Social Care, VONNE, email: jo.whaley@vonne.org.uk (but please also copy
them to steve.nash.mhne@gmail.com)

“How the Secretary of State for Health proposes to abolish the NHS in
England”

[British Medical Journal, March 22 2011]

In the light of Andrew Lansley's recently announced 'pause' in the process of reforming
the NHS, you may be interested in this timely BMJ article by Allyson M Pollock, and 
David  Price,  in  which  they  closely  examine  the  detail  of  the  much  debated  and
contested health and social care bill currently before Government.  In their conclusion to
this highly informative and recommended article, they find:

The government proposes a commercial system in which the NHS is reduced to the role
of government payer, equivalent to Medicare and Medicaid schemes in the US. However,
government belief  that  cost  efficiency,  improved  quality,  and  greater equity flow from
competition  in  healthcare  markets  is  not  supported  by  evidence,  the  Office  of  Fair
Trading,  the  government’s  impact  assessment,  or  its  experience  of  independent
treatment centres and private finance initiatives.

In  order  to  create  a  commercial  market  the  government  has  repealed  the  health
secretary’s  duty  to  provide or  secure the provision  of  comprehensive care  and  has
abolished the structures and mechanisms which follow from this duty. It  has granted
new  powers  and  financial  incentives  to  corporate  commissioners  and  investors  to
redefine eligibility and entitlement for NHS funded care, select out profitable patients
and  services,  and  introduce regressive funding  through  patient  charges  and  private
healthcare

See the whole article here - http://www.bmj.com/content/342/bmj.d1695.full

“GPs 'don't get' what third sector has to offer”

[Health Services Journal 31 March 201, by David Williams]

Royal College of GPs chief executive Neil Hunt has admitted most family doctors do not
understand the services charities can offer and will  need to gain a firmer grasp of the
third sector if they are to become effective commissioners.

Mr Hunt said: “There are not that many GPs who really get the third sector, from what I
can tell. That is a serious education issue that is starting to register in the college.”

He was speaking at a conference on the Future of Health and Social Care, organised by
the Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations last Friday.

Mr Hunt recently joined the RCGP from the Alzheimer’s Society. He told the audience of
charity leaders: “Your knowledge, your skills and connection to the local community are
a resource.

“GPs really need to understand this if they are going to be taking responsibility more
effectively than they have been for the health system.”

ACEVO head of policy Ralph Michell agreed with Mr Hunt.
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He said: “There are a very large majority [of GPs] who don’t  really get what the third
sector has to offer and even if they did, wouldn’t know how to find out more and start
working with them more.”

GPs would have to engage with charities to reach excluded groups such as homeless
people, which will be required of them as commissioners, he said.

Mr Michell said it was a “symptom of the wider problem that the NHS exists in its own
massive bubble”. He added: “We’re confident we will make progress. We’re just going to
have to start from a fairly low knowledge base.”

Government launches NHS listening exercise

As everyone must  be aware by now,  in  the face of  mounting  opposition  to its  NHS
reforms,  the government  has announced  a two month  'pause'  in  the process of  the
Health  and  Social  Care Bill.  Dates and  venues of  public  consultations  will  soon  be
announced.  You  can  read  the press statement  by the Prime Minister,  Deputy Prime
Minister and Secretary of State for Health  here .  There is also a link to a site where
individuals can leave their own comments on the plans. Perhaps it's worth banishing
one's cynicism and seeing if this time, they really are listening...  More here -

http://healthandcare.dh.gov.uk/nhs-engagement-exercise/

HealthWatch Transition Plan

Guidance  on  developing  local  HealthWatch  groups,  along  with  a  timetable  for  the
transition from the current patient involvement groups, is now available. The guidance is
aimed at  local  authorities and Local  Involvement  Networks (LINks) to help  them and
other  key stakeholders prepare for  the introduction  of  HealthWatch  from April  2012.
HealthWatch  groups  will  have stronger  powers  to shape and  hold  to account  local
services than  the current  LINks.  Local  HealthWatch  organisations will  be funded  via
local authorities and will be accountable to them for operating effectively and providing
value for money.

MHNE thinks that these new forums will  be of key significance to the VCS, not least
because  currently  they  offer  the  only  mandatory  place  for  public  and  patient
representation  on  the LA led  Health  and  Wellbeing  Boards  that  will  oversee Public
Health.  Members are therefore encouraged  to be aware of  local  developments as a
matter of priority. MHNE will support the involvement of mental health groups and issues
in whatever way it can and we are keen to hear about your experience of developments
around the region.

You can download the DH document here

Rebalancing the Economy: Beyond One Size Fits All

26 May 2011 - Newcastle Civic Centre

At  this  major  conference,  ippr  north  brings  together  leading  experts  to  explore  the
measures being taken to rebalance the economy and to gauge what progress is being
made towards economic and social recovery in the north of England.

Confirmed speakers include:
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•          Nick Clegg , Deputy Prime Minister

•          Sir Ian Wrigglesworth , Deputy Chair, Regional Growth Fund

•          Rt Hon John Denham MP, Shadow Secretary of  State for Business,
Innovation and Skills

•          Conference chair: Mark Easton, BBC Home Editor

Join  us on  26th  May to explore how far the proposals from the Local  Growth White
Paper are beginning to take effect.

This high profile conference will provide a platform for key national, regional and local
stakeholders to discuss the latest developments in government initiatives to stimulate
the drivers  of  economic  growth  outside London  and  the South  East,  and  emerging
strategies for local economic growth in Local Enterprise Partnership areas.

Book your place now.  For more information - click here to download the full conference
programme or contact Tamsin Crimmens - t.crimmens@ippr.org

Conference sponsored by Gentoo Group and Newcastle City Council

The conference is also kindly supported by The Business & Enterprise Group, Joseph
Rowntree Foundation, BT Engage IT and GE

[Two items from NIACE E-bulletin]

NIACE undertakes research for Mencap

NIACE  has  been  commissioned  by  leading  learning  disability  charity,  Mencap,  to
undertake research into learning provision for adults with learning disabilities, because
despite significant policy developments and research regarding young people there has
been little focus on adults.                   

Recent  legislative changes -  in  particular  the dissolution  of  the Learning  and  Skills
Council  and the creation of the Skills Funding Agency (SFA) and the Young People's
Learning  Agency  (YPLA)  -  could  mean  a significant  number  of  adults  with  learning
disabilities are missing out on opportunities to take part in learning. In order to be better
placed to respond to these challenges, Mencap has commissioned NIACE to carry out
some research.

The research, due to be completed by the end of June 2011, will examine the:

•          number of people with a learning disability accessing post-16 provision;

•          type of provision being accessed;

•          length of time spent in provision and learners' aims post FE; and

•          details of recent changes to FE provision and the numbers of learners this
has impacted.

As part of the research NIACE will  analyse national data as well  as undertaking more
detailed work with major providers in a number of Local Authority areas. Up to 6 Local
Authorities areas are being sought to take part in the research - to register an interest or
for more information contact Fiona.Aldridge@niace.org.uk .
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Read more on this news story

NIACE call for evidence

NIACE has issued a call  for evidence to assess the social  and economic impact and
value  for  money  of  Informal  Adult  and  Community  Learning,  on  behalf  of  the
Department  for  Business,  Innovation  and  Skills  (BIS).The  evidence  submitted  will
contribute to the process of reforming and reinvigorating Informal Adult and Community
Learning that BIS is currently undertaking.

 NIACE invites contributions of both  past and current activity,  as well  as examples of
proven methodologies that demonstrate impact. In order to ensure that a wide range of
voices from the Informal Adult and Community Learning sector are heard, NIACE invites
anyone with evidence of the impact of adult learning to contribute.

The survey can be completed online by Monday 25 April 2011 and documents can also
be submitted as part of the evidence.

Submissions will  be analysed and  summarised for BIS and  will  be used  to inform a
policy paper on the future of Informal Adult and Community Learning. Any queries about
the  call  for  evidence  or  online  survey  can  be  sent  to  Emily  Jones  at
emily.jones@niace.org.uk .  Read more on this news story

Third Sector Capacity Support Programme

Following the last round of the Third Sector Capacity Fund, 11 projects were awarded
grant funding to provide support to third sector organisations in the region. Whilst the
projects are run  separately by different  organisations,  they are attempting  to reduce
confusion  and  duplication  in  the  market  place  by  undertaking  joint  marketing  and
promotion, and by cross referring beneficiaries to each other.

An important tool for MHNE's members is the summary sheet which gives a brief outline
of the support on offer. The services run from now until the end of November 2011. Any
queries, call Rachel Murphy, Skills and Economic Inclusion Senior Specialist, One North
East, (0191) 229 6647, Mobile: 07990797472

MHNE encourages members to take advantage of  the help  set  out  on  the summary
sheet and we would be very interested to hear from anyone who pursues this offer, so
that we can share the learning across our network.

Funding News:

Summer Activities Small Grants Programme 2011

The Lankelly chase Foundation are offering, through their summer activities small grants
programme,  grants  of  up  to £500 to support  summer  activities  organised  to benefit
children and young people aged between 5 and 17 years who are living in refuges for
families escaping domestic violence or, young carers.

Eligible to apply are small  schemes run  by registered  charities with  strong volunteer
support. Schemes must be held in England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland.
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The next deadline for applications is the 13th May 2011.

http://www.lankellychase.org.uk/how-to-apply/15

The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund Opens for Applications (UK)

The Triangle Trust 1949 Fund is currently inviting applications from charity organisations
to support projects that support; carers; community arts and education; disability; older
people;  poverty;  integration  and  rehabilitation.  Grants  are  normally  in  the  range  of
£1,000 and £10,000. The objectives of the Fund are:

The alleviation of poverty and the promotion of good health and welfare

The advancement and furthering of education.

Successful projects will either maintain an open, inclusive society or promote integration
(or reintegration) of individuals or groups into society. Preference will be given to smaller
charities;  charities  which  serve  a  locality  or  region  of  the  UK,  rather  than  national
charities; and causes which find it more difficult to raise funds from the general public.

The next application deadline is the 14th May 2011.

http://thetriangletrust1949fund.org.uk/index.htm#Service_Provided

Newcastle Upon Tyne Children's Mission And Institute Fund

This trust awards one-off  grants between £100 - £800 to voluntary organisations that
enhance the wellbeing of children, young people and adults in Newcastle. In 2009 it
awarded nine grants with a total value of £3,200. The trustees usually meet in June and
December.  Applications  should  be made in  writing  to  John  Kilner,  Secretary  to  the
Trustees, c/o 31 Linden Road, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 4EY.

To find out more write to the address above or call 0191 2857647

Nationwide Foundation

This foundation’s new small grants programme opened on 1st April.

It gives grants to charities that aim to tackle financial exclusion in survivors of domestic
abuse, and older people. The aim is to build their financial capability and give support,
in order to achieve an improved quality of life. Priority is given to work supporting groups
of people who are from deprived areas.

To find out more visit  www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk/grants.asp

Grassroots Grants

An  additional  £58,461  of  Grassroots  money  has  been  allocated  for  distribution  to
Newcastle groups from an underspend from other regions. All monies must be spent by
the end of September. Grants are available for constituted groups that have a turnover
of less than £30,000, have been going for over a year and have a full set of accounts.
Applications for equipment and summer activities are particularly welcome. Groups can
apply for up £5,000 even if they have had Grassroots funding before. Deadline is 27
May.
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To find out more visit www.communityfoundation.org.uk/apply

Community Foundation - Sage Fund And John D. Fund

Sage Fund grants up to £5,000 are available for organisations working to support local
people of all ages to nurture talent or provide life and employability skills which make a
lasting contribution towards improving the quality of life of those it helps. Deadline is 3
May.  The John  D.  Fund  makes grants up  to £2,500 to support  creative activities for
young people that allow them to explore their creativity and develop hobbies. Deadline is
20 May.

To find out more visit www.communityfoundation.org.uk/apply

Jobs

YMCA Senior Youth Worker - 2 posts
13/04/2011

Location: Newcastle upon Tyne - Walker and Byker YMCA Youth Projects
Salary: £18,620 - £20,883 rising to £23,770 following development programme
Hours worked: 37.5
Contract: Permanent (subject to six months probationary period)

You will be required to work some evenings and weekends.
Driving licence is essential.

Closing Date: 21st April 2011

With 5 years’ experience and an NVQ Level 3 in Youth Work, you will be part of a small
team delivering activities and programmes that meet the needs of young people living in
the  Byker  and  Walker  areas.  Some experience of  Detached  Youth  Work  would  be
preferable. You will have experience of designing and delivering programmes that help
young  people  make  positive  choices  and  overcome  problems  in  the  transition  into
independent adulthood.

The  Newcastle  YMCA works  with  disadvantaged  young  people  aged  13-25  in  two
neighbourhood youth projects in Walker and Byker.

How to Apply:

CVs will not be accepted.  Please phone for an application pack: 0191 2765327.

For an  informal  discussion  about  these posts please contact:  Sarah  Warren,  Project
Manager - 0191 2624945.

This a re-advert following a pay award salary adjustment.  If you already applied for one
of these posts from the previous advert, your application will still be processed.

Contact Details:

Pam Richardson, Newcastle upon Tyne YMCA
0191 2765327
592-596 Welbeck Road, Walker, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE6 3AB
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Senior Support Worker – Middlesbrough
£7.73 per hour
30 - 39 hours per week
Temporary for 6 month

Closing Date: 22nd April 2011

Senior Support Worker required for our Middlesbrough office. Driving license is required.
Sleep in may be required. Experience essential

The Trust has been providing social  care services since 1986 to a range of children,
adults and older people with health or disability needs.

To apply contact Sean Devall/Robert Hamer, The Wilf Ward Family Trust
Suite 34, Unit 1
Stephenson Court
Middlesbrough
Cleveland
TS6 6UT

Tel: 01642 442020
Website: www.wilfward.org.uk
Email: r.hamer@wilfward.org.uk

Part time Administrator - Durham City
Permanent, £9,620 p.a.
25 hours per week 9.30 -2.30 Monday to Friday
Closing Date: 20th May 2011

Exciting new opportunity to be part of a small team in a pro-active grass roots charity.
Expertise in Word, Publisher, Access, Excel, Outlook, Powerpoint essential plus ability
to supervise office volunteers who may have sight loss. ECDL desirable. Applications
from disabled people welcome. Enhanced CRB Disclosure required.

Provides services for people with sight loss in County Durham, Registered Charity No.
700249

Please email lindacurtis@cdsbps.co.uk for an application pack

Linda Curtis, County Durham Society for the Blind and Partially Sighted

Tel: 0191 386 6511
Website: www.cdsbps.co.uk
Email: lindacurtis@cdsbps.co.uk

4 Red Hill Villas ,
Durham City,
County Durham

 

 

=
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