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Health & Social Care RoundUp November 2011

Dear colleagues,

Another busy month! The Caring for our Future engagement exercise has now closed – you can read a copy of responses submitted by VONNE here.  Thanks to all who shared their responses with me, and helped shape the northeast submission.

Thanks also to those of you who have replied to my short survey to assess levels of community & voluntary sector engagement in new health structures.  If you haven’t yet replied, please click on the link here to complete the survey.  It will only take 10 minutes and it will really help inform VONNE’s future work on health & social care.  It closes on Friday 16th December; I’ll do an analysis of the results for the January RoundUp.

Some good news – the Department of Health have confirmed that they will continue to fund their Strategic Partners Programme for 2012-13.  This is the fund that supports the work of Regional Voices, and in turn this Health & Social Care Forum.  The Health & Care Forum is here for all of us to share good practice, ask questions, network and find out from each other what’s going on in the region.  If you have information you would like me to include in future RoundUps – do let me know.
Finally – a quick staffing update.  Jo Whaley will be continuing her secondment with Regional Voices part time, and returning to VONNE part time to coordinate our NETS(work) activity – the North East Third Sector Learning disability provider network.  All this means I’ll continue to work with VONNE leading their work on health & social care policy.  I’ve even got my own e-mail!

Kind regards,
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Joanne Smithson

Health & Social Care Policy Lead

VONNE (Voluntary Organisations' Network North East)

joanne.smithson@vonne.org.uk  Tel. 07568 096316
(I’ll continue to check my healthandsocialcare@vonne.org.uk e-mail, but if you could update your address book with my new contact details I’d be grateful).
National Policy Developments

Health & Social Care Bill
The Bill continues its way through the House of Lords and is currently at the committee stage where a “line by line examination” takes place. Among the amendments expected to be debated is a proposal to specify the makeup and organisation of clinical commissioning groups.  From 2013 clinical commissioning groups will commission and purchase health and care services in local areas in England.  You can read more about the committee stage and follow progress here:

http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2011/november/health-and-social-care-bill-committee-stage-day-8/
Caring for our future: shared ambitions for care and support

The Caring for our Future engagement exercise that aimed to identify the priorities that that the Government should focus on to inform its formal plans to improve the care system, closed on 2nd December 2011. You can read responses from VONNE, NETS(work) and Regional Voices on our website:

http://www.vonne.org.uk/policy/healthandwellbeing/consultations/index.php?flink=591
You can read more about the engagement exercise on the Department of Health’s website: http://caringforourfuture.dh.gov.uk.

The Operating Framework for the NHS in England 2012/13

The Operating Framework for the NHS in England 2012/13, published on 24 November 2011, sets out the business and planning arrangements for the NHS. It describes the national priorities, system levers and enablers needed for NHS organisations to maintain and improve the quality of services provided, while delivering transformational change and maintaining financial stability.

It also sets out the practical steps that need to be taken to carry the NHS through a strong and stable transition over the next year, maintaining high quality standards and financial grip, as we move towards the new modernised system envisaged in Liberating the NHS.

For further information go to:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/11/operating-framework/
ASCOF Handbook of Definitions

The Adult Social Care Outcomes Framework  (ASCOF) articulates the outcomes which matter most to users of social care in England and enables benchmarking between local authorities. A new version of the supporting Handbook of Definitions, which defines each framework measure to promote consistent reporting and interpretation, was published on 23 November 2011.

The handbook can be downloaded at: www.dh.gov.uk/health/2011/11/the-adult-social-care-outcomes-framework-handbook-of-definitions/
ONS Launches New Consultation on National Well-being Measures

Following earlier consultation, the Office for National Statistics has announced ten themes and headline measures of national wellbeing and is consulting on them until 23 January 2012.  These headline indicators of national well-being, aim to broaden the understanding of measuring the UK’s progress by more than just its economic performance.
ONS has developed ten key themes following feedback to the national debate “what matters to you?”, as well as by studying further research.  The themes are:

1. Individual well-being

2. Our relationships

3. Health

4. What we do

5. Where we live

6. Personal finance

7. Education and skills

8. Governance

9. The economy

10. The natural environment

The consultation will run for twelve weeks with the results to be published in Spring 2012.  There is a discussion paper and facilities for responding on the ONS website at 

	

	

	

	


http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/mro/news-release/measures-of-well-being/nwb1011.html
National Health & Social Care News 

New approaches to supporting carers' health and wellbeing

An evaluation of the National Carers' Strategy Demonstrator Sites programme 2009-2011 explores the work of 25 DH-funded projects which provided carers with breaks, health checks and better NHS support.  It provides detailed evidence on innovation, effective practice, partnerships and engaging and involving carers.

To find out more go to: www.sociology.leeds.ac.uk/circle/circle-projects/national-carers-strategy-demonstrator-sites.php
Opportunity to shape Government policy on mental health

The Department of Health is inviting people who use (or have used) mental health services, and family or friends who provide care and support to them to join the Ministerial Advisory Group on the Mental Health Strategy.  The Group has recently been established to lead the delivery of No health without mental health: a cross-government mental health outcomes strategy for people of all ages and support the Government's aim of achieving parity of esteem between physical and mental health – to make sure that mental health is taken as seriously as physical health.
The group, which meets four times a year, is chaired by Paul Burstow, the Minister for Care Services.  It has a large membership that includes representatives from Government departments, third sector organisations and other community organisations.  Remuneration is £150 per day. Travel and related expenses are reimbursed at rates set by the Department of Health.

For more information and to apply online please visit www.appointments.org.uk quoting reference CS0779.   Information is also available in easy read, braille, large type or on tape by calling John Wilson on 0113 394 6747 or emailing john.wilson@appointments.org.uk. 
The closing date for receipt of applications is 12.00 noon on Thursday 5th January 2012.

£2 million campaign launched to tackle dementia

The Department of Health has launched a new campaign to raise awareness of the early signs and symptoms of dementia.  Aimed at encouraging more people to seek an early diagnosis of dementia, the campaign targets the family and friends of people at risk of dementia who are likely to be the first to see the signs and can encourage their loved one to see their GP.  Six out of ten people with dementia in England go undiagnosed. This means almost 400,000 people could be going without the vital support the NHS and social care services can offer.
You can read more about the campaign at http://dementia.dh.gov.uk/
New institute to help narrow the health gap

A new Institute, the Institute of Health Equity, based University College London, was launched earlier this month by the Health Secretary Andrew Lansley and Professor Sir Michael Marmot.  You can read more about its aims and objectives at http://www.instituteofhealthequity.org/
Join up health and social care; save £132m a year…
'Joining Up Health and Social Care - Improving Value for Money Across the Interface' is the second in a series of briefings from the Audit Commission looking at adult social care.  At a time when the whole of the public sector must find significant savings, the report says that integrated working across health and social care offers opportunities for efficiencies and improvements to services. Without it, there is a risk of duplication and ‘cost-shunting’ where savings made by one organisation or sector create costs for others. And a lack of integrated working means that people are less likely to receive the best care.

The briefing offers guidance to local partnerships, setting out a list of questions to consider, and suggestions for interventions that might help. Case studies show how some areas have embraced partnership working and used local data and benchmarking to establish how and where to make improvements.
http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/nationalstudies/localgov/Pages/joininguphealthandsocialcare.aspx
VONNE Reports & Briefings

The report from our Stronger Connections; Better Health events has now been published along with three new health & social care briefings.  All are available to view on the Health & Social Care Forum pages of our website.  The three briefings are on:

· Health & Wellbeing Boards;

· Joint Strategic Needs Assessments and Joint Health & Wellbeing Strategies; and

· The transition from LINks to HealthWatch
About this E-bulletin

For more information on this e-bulletin or to be added to (or removed from!) the mailing list contact joanne.smithson@vonne.org.uk
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This update is distributed with support from Regional Voices - the national forum for regional voluntary and community sector networks.

In each of the nine English regions there is a network, which champions the engagement of the third sector within the region.  They provide the bridge between local and national policy and share good practice across the region.  On a national level, Regional Voices connects each of the regional networks, enabling the critical connection between national, regional and local infrastructure.  Regional Voices is funded through the Department of Health Third Sector Strategic Partners Programme to ensure input from the sector in developing health and social care policy and to support organisations to improve health and social care services. As one of the eighteen Strategic Partners, Regional Voices is strengthening links between the Department of Health and the third sector.  www.regionalvoices.net[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]
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